Emeriti (Retired) Professors:
The distinction between a network and an association
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The distinction between a network and an association—especially in the context of
emeriti (retired) professors—comes down to structure, purpose, and level of
formality.

Network (Emeriti Professors Network)

A network is typically informal and flexible.
e Structure: Loose, often no legal status
e Purpose: Connection, communication, collaboration
e Membership: Fluid; people can join or leave easily
« Activities: Sharing information, mentoring, occasional meetups or talks
« Leadership: Minimal or rotating; not always hierarchical
Think of it as a community of peers who want to stay intellectually or socially
connected after retirement.

Association (Emeriti Professors Association)

An association is more formal and organized.

o Structure: often legally registered organization

e Purpose: Representation, advocacy, organized programs

o Membership: Defined criteria, sometimes fees

o Activities: Regular events, publications, official statements, lobbying

o Leadership: Elected board, statutes, bylaws
This is more like an institution within or alongside a university, with clear governance
and long-term goals.

Key Difference in Practice
e A network = “Let’s stay connected and share ideas.”
e An association = “Let’s organize, represent our interests, and act collectively.”

In the Emeriti Context
« Universities often start with a network of retired faculty to maintain contact.
o Over time, if there’s demand for influence or structured programs, it may
evolve into an association.
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An emeriti association is typically a formal, campus-based organization with a
defined membership and administrative structure, while an emeriti network is a more
fluid, often international or digital collaboration designed to bridge multiple
associations and individuals.

Emeriti Associations
Associations are usually tied to a specific institution or region. They serve as the
primary "home" for retired faculty.
e Structure: Formal organizations (sometimes called colleges, clubs, or
societies) with elected leadership and bylaws.
e Focus: Advocacy for benefits (e.g., maintaining university email or office
space), local social activities, and institutional memory.
o Example: The Montclair State University Emeriti Association provides a
structure for professional interaction and service to its specific university
community.

Emeriti Networks
Networks act as "connectors" that link individual professors and associations across
geographic or disciplinary boundaries.

« Structure: Flexible, decentralized, and often digital. They emphasize
"collaboration engineering" rather than administrative oversight.

e Focus: Interdisciplinary problem-solving, sharing best practices between
different universities, and fostering global research partnerships.

o Example: The Professors Emeriti Network (PEN) facilitates international Zoom
meetings to discuss digital transformation and active aging, while the Retired
Professors Associations Network (RPAN) specifically aims to link various
associations globally.

Key Distinctions at a Glance

Feature Emeriti Association Emeriti Network
. Usually restricted to one Often open to individuals and

Membership . . ) . ,

university's retirees. associations worldwide.

Formal; often has a board or Informal; focuses on collaboration
Governance . )

council. and data sharing.
Primary Support, social connection, and Knowledge sharing and
Goal local advocacy. interdisciplinary innovation.

. Established, permanent Adaptive and project-based (e.g.,

Longevity . . .. s " o

institutional entities. e-collaboration").

Organizations like the Association of Retirement Organizations in Higher Education
(AROHE) often sit in the middle, acting as a "network of associations" to provide
resources for campus-based groups.



https://www.montclair.edu/emeriti/
https://eregion.eu/professors-emeriti-network-2025/
https://eregion.eu/retired-professors-associations-network/
https://eregion.eu/retired-professors-associations-network/
https://www.aaup.org/
https://www.aaup.org/

