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At this symposium I represent Slovenian Third Age University and DANET, Danube networkers, a European Association based in Ulm. Both organisations have a mission related to older adult education, intergenerational dialogue and social inclusion and participation of older people. Therefore, it is natural that our view and understanding of older people and silver economy is different from the understanding of other professionals.

Taking into account their purchasing power and their number (in 2050, in OECD countries their share is expected to be 25 % of the population), older people constitute a potentially important market. Moreover, there is a chance that in the future, silver market becomes one of the most important markets.  There will be many investment possibilities for innovating companies and many other companies active in various areas. Far from being a separated sector, silver economy encompasses a number of activities transversally reaching out to the whole production and consumption sector. It is oriented towards both production and distribution of goods and services, meeting the needs of older people. In addition to this, it is about preparing younger generations and their future well being
 
When an adult educator dealing with older adult education like myself scrutinizes how silver economy is getting shaped, not surprisingly, he or she finds out that stereotypes are at work. These are the same stereotypes we come across in the majority of local, national and international policies. National cultural strategy of RS for instance defines older people exclusively as consumers of culture, while older people are typically interpreters and producers of culture
.

Older people should be healthier and ever more technologically assisted in silver economy. Predominately they will be invited to test products and services rather than co-shape them. By and large, old age in silver economy will remain over medicalised, which will continue blurring other needs older people have. Older people, especially the 80+, seem to be considered as passive recipients of silver economy products and services. Older people’s contributory role  seems not to be thought of. 

Older people, however, are like all other adults; they are consumers, active consumers if possible, and they are producers! They bring into economy their academic knowledge, their experiential knowledge, and their past and present experience. They are related to their family members and their needs. Through organisations they belong to, they build  new social network s(which impacts their production and consumption) Active older people, older people that are employed or work as volunteers, surrounded older people develop new interests and have new needs mostly in the field of culture, knowledge, transport, ICT technology, socializing etc. They have abilities and higher psycho-social needs that have to be met and thought of in silver economy! Older people like the rest of us have to adapt to major social changes and they have abilities and needs associated with them.
To get aware of the orientation of the emerging silver economy one does not need to go any further than the French Contract on Silver Economy agreed on December the 12th 2013 It says: “Silver economy is about commodities and services that can be conceived in sectors like: accommodation, communication, transport, e-autonomy, safety, health, individual services, distribution (adaptation of packaging etc.), leisure time, work (teleworking), tourism. What about other sectors? 

French government has defined silver economy as economic and industrial activities of benefit to older people, ameliorating their social participation, improving the quality of their life and well-being, slowing down the loss of autonomy and increasing life expectancy. I think, and I know, that silver economy should be conceived for and with older people having diversified needs and ability. It should take into account contemporary older people’s social roles but also future social roles.  
Now, have a good look at the two featured films produced, directed, acted out, edited entirely by  Slovenian Third Age University students older students: Joy and Lemon dance….their competencies: economic competence, emotional competence, learning competence, health competence, since competencies say a lot about older people’s needs to be met through silver economy.
Joy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-6_sNYmm1w
Lemon Dance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4nwMGoX65I  
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