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An age-friendly university generally promotes policies and practices that support 

older adults, including retired professors. Canceling the email addresses of 

professors upon retirement can be seen as a negative practice for several reasons: 

 

Loss of Professional Identity and Network: Email addresses are a critical part of a 

professor's professional identity and a key tool for maintaining academic networks. 

Canceling these addresses can sever important professional connections and hinder 

ongoing scholarly work. 

 

Access to Information and Resources: Professors often continue to engage in 

research and scholarship after retirement. Retaining their university email helps them 

stay informed about developments in their field, access library resources, and 

receive updates from academic associations. 

 

Mentoring and Collaboration: Retired professors frequently serve as mentors and 

collaborators for younger faculty and students. An active university email address 

facilitates this ongoing engagement, benefiting the academic community. 

 

Lifelong Learning and Engagement: Age-friendly universities support lifelong 

learning and engagement for all members, including retired faculty. Keeping their 

email addresses active aligns with this philosophy, allowing them to remain active in 

university life. 

 

Some universities recognize these benefits and offer lifetime email addresses 

or alumni email services to retired faculty. This practice helps maintain the 

connection between the institution and its retired members, fostering a sense of 

community and respect for their contributions. 

 

In summary, canceling the email addresses of retired professors is generally not 

aligned with age-friendly university practices, as it can disrupt professional 

connections, hinder ongoing scholarship, and diminish the sense of community and 

respect for retired faculty members. 

 


