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Introduction

• The length of the river about 3000 km and 14 neighboring countries

• The area of the Danube basin: 115 million inhabitants

• Trade: EU, CEFTA Treaties

• Economic infrastructure, production facilities



EU-integration „Europe 2020“
Strategy for intelligent, 

sustainable and 
integral development



Main Actions from Action Plan (PA 8) 1/2

 To foster cooperation and exchange of knowledge between SMEs, academia

and the public sector

 To improve business support to strengthen the capacities of SMEs for

cooperation and trade

 To support enterprises through high performing training and qualification

schemes

 To prioritise the effective implementation of measures provided for under the

Small Business Act for Europe



Main Actions from Action Plan (PA 8) 2/2

 To improve the competitiveness of rural areas and in particular of the

agriculture sector

 To eliminate cross border barriers and bottlenecks to people and business

 To improve framework conditions for SMEs in areas where competitive

infrastructure is missing - clustering

 Better use of existing initiatives such as the South East European Centre for
Entrepreneurial Learning – SEECEL 



Implementation  Framework 1/1

 No new EU Funds

 better use of existing funds is emphasised

 No new EU structure

 The implementation is through existing bodies, whose complementarity

must be maximised

 No new EU legislation

 The Strategy requires no changes to EU legislation



Implementation  Framework 1/2

 National, Regional and Local resources

 EU Programmes, e.g. Structural Funds, Cohesion Funds

 IPA

 ENPI

 EIB, EIF, EBRD

accessing and combining funding, especially from public and private sources
bellow the EU level is crucial



Imlementation  Structure

EU-Strategy  European Council and EU Commission

Action Plan  EU Commission and National Contact Points

Priority Areas  Priority Area Coordinators (PAC)

EUSDR Secretariat  INTERACT Vienna 

Activity Areas/Projects  Project Manager



How Danube eRegion Conference could
contribute to more efficient support to the

implementation of the EUSDR 

 Information and best practises exchange – networking

 Projects' development & implementation

 Creative ideas – content of the Danube Strategy

Information system to support EUSDR implementation



Project Fiche example



Contacts
Ministry of Economy, Labour and Entrepreneurship
Ulica grada Vukovara 78, 10 000 Zagreb
Web: www.mingorp.hr
Directorate for SMEs
Dragica Karaic, M.Sc.,Head of Department
tel: +385 1 610 6812            
fax: +385 1 610 6086
e-mail: dragica.karaic@mingorp.hr

Thank you for your attention


