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Nowadays we can witness major transformations that affect the state structures, working conditions, international relations, group subjectivity, cultural production, everyday life and the relationship between individuals and others. The same goes for identity, either personal or national, which becomes important when we get lost in the modern breakdown of values and value systems.

In such social circumstances, awareness of one's own roots can be noticed, being familiar with cultural or national affiliation which are expressed primarily through one's mother tongue. Perhaps it is no coincidence that this and the following year are both declared Years of European Cultural Heritage. We emphasize the importance of raising awareness of cultural traditions and the particularities of the European nations which differ in their heritage and in the rich tradition of past generations.

That is why the fact that the Slovenian nation has survived through millennia in the crossroads of eastern and western conquerors, predators and armies is indeed inspirational. Despite our small size, we managed to preserve our mother tongue and our national identity with love and a sense of dignity. During the Reformation times, we were the 12th nation in the world who had translated the Bible into their own national language. Thus, we surpassed many bigger nations who were not capable of doing this at that time.
Our Slovenian identity is a set of micro-levels of local environments, which also express their particularities and traditions. Thus, the Dolenjska Region as a whole, as well as Novo mesto with its surroundings, keeps a rich natural and cultural heritage. Our region hides treasures of prehistory, especially from the period of Iron and Copper Age. Parallel to the period of superb creations of Perikles' Age in ancient Greece, our »Hallstatt town« saw the culmination of craftsmanship reflected in silhouette art, in exceptional glass and amber jewellery, belt buckles, fibulas, containers and cutlery. All this treasure was and is still hidden in the soil of the Dolenjska Region. Even at that time we were part of European trade routes and the centre of a developed economy of the time. Therefore, nowadays, we need to point out this exceptional historical period of Novo mesto.
If we take a walk through the most important periods in the history of Novo mesto, the path brings us to the Main Square, the largest medieval square in Slovenia. The preserved image of the market reminds us of its splendour and the importance that we want to rebuild. In a modern way, the square is planned to come to life and host people who will bring back its soul, sociability, joy and beauty. Not far from the Main Square, the history of one of the most important institutions of this city commenced. This institution is not only significant for our region, but also for Slovenia and whole Central Europe. It was 272 years ago that the Novo mesto Grammar School was established at the premises of the present Marjan Kozina Music School.
When I learned from professor Gričar that the Novo mesto Grammar School is the oldest public school institution in the region of the former Austro-Hungarian monarchy, I was further impressed. We can be proud of the preserved written source, one that does not exist in even older and larger university towns. As a former student of this Grammar School, I am especially proud of this recognition. The Novo mesto Grammar School has been an important symbol of knowledge, respect and social changes for nearly three centuries (272 years). It represents not only the identity of its students who proudly say that they attended the Novo mesto Grammar School, but also the identity of the town. The wisdom of the then inhabitants of Novo mesto and the »enlightened« reign of Empress Maria Theresa who cherished knowledge and education of her »subjects«, is shown in the founding Charter of August 8th 1746. Among other things, it states that the Empress wanted to establish a school in order to do something useful for the inhabitants, especially for the young who would be given the opportunity to attain higher education and, thus, be more suitable for serving the community. The Novo mesto Grammar School pursues this mission even today. Therefore, every year there are new talented individuals who graduate from the school and join the many successful scientists, artists, researchers, humanists and social scientists.
Thousands of years of existence of our town, the whole cultural and historical tradition is based on the knowledge, skills, perseverance and pride of local people. The Novo mesto Grammar School, the oldest public educational institution in our wider region, emphasizes the importance of knowledge, as it can equip a young person for the tests of unpredictable future times. Knowledge based on high ethical principles can benefit every individual and can ensure the progress in a society. Therefore, respecting tradition and universal human value is the foundation of human society and development. In this way, we need to build our future, our own and our national identity in the light of the multiplicity and diversity of many languages, cultures, customs and traditions. We are witnesses of big transformations, when one needs to answer the questions: Who am I?, Where am I going? and What do I want?. The questions posed already by ancient Greek philosophers and the questions that the teachers of the Novo mesto Grammar School taught us and will be teaching the future generations.
