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On the occasion of declaring the year 2018 as European Year of Cultural Heritage, European Commission specified three main objectives, among them also the need for »enhancing the contribution of European cultural heritage to the economy and society, through its direct and indirect economic potential /…/, promoting sustainable tourism, and generating long-term local employment.«
This important mission of heritage is nonetheless also the starting point for the Urban Municipality of Novo mesto and the members of the Committee on Promotion of Cultural Heritage of Novo mesto. We are well aware of the importance of cultural heritage as it is the foundation of our identity and in the mirror of the past we can catch a glimpse of our own determination and our own image. Through the landscape in which our ancestors lived, a certain lifestyle has been formed, as well as specific activities and creativeness. Blocks of memory were formed that are part of us. This means that we do not inherit only the genes of our ancestors, but also the blocks of historical memory. Therefore, we could say that heritage is the source of our values and »being human«, since we carry the source of regional characteristics, knowledge and wisdom within ourselves, in the context of ethical, moral values and different periods. Our collective memory is based on heritage and this is what separates us from other regions and nations. That is why it is important for our municipality to emphasize our rich cultural heritage and cultural landscape, in which there was created a treasure trove of knowledge, objects and buildings of both intangible and tangible heritage.

Our awareness and pride that we are the inhabitants of Novo mesto was strongly emphasized already in 2015, when Urban Municipality of Novo mesto celebrated its 650th anniversary of the foundation of Novo mesto or the acquisition of town privileges, remembering the establishment of our town by Duke Rudolf IV. of Habsburg on April 7th, in 1365. Our consciousness and deep connection with the past are also reflected in the fact that we celebrate our municipal holiday on April 7th, on the day when Novo mesto was founded. Speaking about town privileges, awarded to our town in 1365 by Rudolf IV. of Habsburg, who is also represented on the town's coat of arms, we cannot ignore the rich history of the town, especially the Hallstatt period. This is the most prominent period in the Novo mesto area and the richest in Central Europe. That is why Novo mesto has been called the Town of Situlae since 2006, the situlae have also been used as our symbol on various protocol gifts and printed material. Also important is the tradition of the Sokol movement, whose member was also Leon Štukelj, the great Slovenian Olympic athlete and a native of Novo mesto. The movement known as the Novo mesto Spring with Anton Podbevšek, the father of Avant-Garde in Slovenia, left an influence on Srečko Kosovel and other Avant-Garde artists. Municipality of Novo mesto demonstrates high awareness regarding the significance of our past and our heritage by declaring thematic years; last year, for example, we celebrated Amber Year, this year we honour Leon Štukelj Year, in 2020 we will be celebrating the Novo mesto Spring.

In the context of the Novo mesto rich past, we cannot and should not overlook one of the most important institutions in our municipality − the Novo mesto Grammar School, the school with the longest continuous tradition. In 2016 the school celebrated its 270th anniversary. Last year we commemorated the 300th anniversary of the birth of Maria Theresa, the empress who founded the grammar school. According to the curious scientific mind of our honorary citizen and distinguished professor Jože Gričar, Ph. D., we are proudly announcing that we hold the oldest preserved written document and the Founding Charter of the Novo mesto Grammar School. Historical documents on the origin, significance and activities of the Novo mesto Grammar School contain relevant information on how important the institution was and how much effort was invested in the establishment and preservation of the school by the then inhabitants. And as it was initially underlined, our recollection of past is the foundation of our identity, which the Novo mesto Grammar School is very well aware of and on basis of which the school has been creating successful stories for 272 years. The basic mission of our grammar school is providing knowledge and fostering human values, which has marked our, as well as wider Slovenian region as an educational institution that educated and trained outstanding individuals, famous and recognized scientists, humanists, artists, writers, doctors and economists.

In the context of this year’s Academy in the European Year of Cultural Heritage in Novo mesto, it is important to emphasize that »remembrance« is our right and part of our cultural and national identities. Any cultural eradication can cause serious psychological disturbances and trauma to people. That is why we defy oblivion and tell stories that help us understand the world and ourselves.

Different tools for interpretation and diverse skills are required in doing so, as well as various organizations and professions which link all elements into meaningful units. That is why we need the knowledge of humanities and social sciences, as well as natural sciences, as they are the basis of civilization and our entire scope of knowledge and findings. Heritage becomes important when it is not kept in archives, when it is exhibited for public and equipped with appropriate interpretive stories. Therefore, it is the duty and mission of tourism or cultural tourism to create cultural products and experiences and to move towards the development of creative, not just consumer tourism.

The interconnectedness of various professions and different types of knowledge can link the rich historical tradition, diverse artistic expressions and social movements into a successful story of heritage and cultural tourism in the Municipality of Novo mesto. It is vital to connect the past with the vision of the development of Novo mesto, since we are obliged to provide future generations with a spark of new insights, curiosity, honesty, freedom of spirit, cooperation, intensive exchange of skills and knowledge. All this awareness must be reflected in the culture of dialogue at all levels and in the quality of life in Novo mesto.
