Anton Kokalj, Chair  Committee on EU Affairs, Republic of Slovenia, National Assembly

Parliament Involvement in the Cross-border eRegion Central Europe Development & Inter eRegions Collaboration

It is a great pleasure for me to discuss the topic of Parliament Involvement in the Cross-border eRegion concerning ideas of Living Labs as the Chairman of the Committee on EU Affairs.  As it is well known by now, the initiative of Living Labs was started by Finland, supported by German EU Council Presidency, continued by Portugal. The Slovenian Parliament, especially the Committee on EU Affairs, is Road Mapping the e-Region Living Lab initiative during the Slovenian Presidency of EU Council. However, the Slovenian Presidency shall support the idea, and promote Living Lab philosophy to succeeding presiding countries, particularly to France and Check Republic which is to be followed by Sweden. 


 The Living Labs Initiatives in European Network of Living Labs are connected to the Lisbon strategy and the Seventh Framework Research Programme of EU. The Silk and Amber Road innovative Regions Think Thank Meeting (Bled 2007) importantly alludes to the fact that these roads were routes for ideas and knowledge that have implications even today. We need to think of knowledge in the sense, never the less, EU is a model for cooperation and innovative approach, The Living Labs initiative has most of the spirit of the Silk and Amber Roads. Information-communication technologies represent the backbone of competitiveness and economic growth in the developed world. In accordance with the Lisbon strategy the EU is supporting programs committed to promotion of e-technology in business and administration. On the parliamentary level it is deemed to make demands upon our governments to create an environment supportive of such innovations, which are the guarantee of the sustainable economic future for all. 



The vision of collaboration between governments, national parliaments, academia and industry is one of the prime and great opportunity for each stakeholder. The eRegion is of interest from a technological perspective, an eRegion integrates the issues of regional development with the opportunities and challenges coming from the latest technologies supported by information and telecommunication technology (ICT) that transcend traditional borders and boundaries. The counties in the eRegion may be neighbors, and in such a case can be referred to as a “Virtual eRegion”. People live in locations and so they perceive their territory and environment as location-based and marked by regional, local and community identity pattern. 


The success of the eRegion Living Lab developments in the territory of the Central Europe and Western Balkans lies in the implementation and leadership by  practical example in a context of cooperation, knowledge creation and sharing.  Ultimately, there is a need for a "dream team" to better understand, live and work together in an eRegion area. Knowledge management a key aspect of information creation, sharing and disseminating compatible project objectives. There is a need to overcome problems of non-cross discipline challenges, and industry has to implement the innovative products produced by the network of researchers in the ICT bringing better quality of live to many citizens. However, we can not go far not recognizing the culture and intercultural dialogue in terms of patterned ways of thinking in a context of different eRegions initiatives.


Let me conclude, the Slovenian EU council presidency will fully support the Living lab philosophy, ideas and networks upgraded on different eRegion levels and proficient practical examples based on Lisbon strategy.

