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Given the growing proportion
of elderly people in the total
population of most countries,
it is encouraging to see that in
some countries there are, in
their governments, ministers
with  responsibilities ~ for
senior citizens. Here are the
links to the websites of these
ministers in Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, Wales and

Scotland.

The ministers have different titles: Minister of Seniors in

Canada (1,2), Minister for Aged Care and Senior Australians
in Australia, Minister for Seniors, in New Zealand (3), Older
ner for Wales, and Minister for Older
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a broad array of voices provides him with advice from all
regions of the country. Having a minister solely responsible
for seniors ensures that policies concerning health care
and financial security are looked at through a senior's eyes.
The minister for seniors is expected to help the
government to better understand and make decisions on
the needs of seniors and ensure that programs and services
are developed which respond to the aging population.
He should support other ministers on initiatives across
government that impact seniors. The minister should
provide seniors and future retirees greater security and
a better quality of life. He must be an “equal voice at the
table” with other ministers, speaking on behalf of seniors.
Of great importance is the ministers’ collaborations
with the ministers of health/ work/ families and social
development, on initiatives to promote active and healthy
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reople and tqualities Iin Scotland.

Why is a minister for seniors needed in every country?

Many seniors are still in paid work and many are people
who look after others — their children, grandchildren, others
in their communities — rather than being people who need
help themselves. The more seniors there are, and the
numbers are growing all of the time, the more diverse is
the group as a whole. We need to recognise this if we are
to do correct things as a society and bring about the right
government policies.

Itisimportant for the citizens of all countries to unite and
build a stronger, more inclusive and more resilient country.
Along with that, is the responsibility of the government to
engage with the citizens, civil society and stakeholders,
including businesses of all sizes, organised labour, the
broader public sector and the not-for-profit and charitable
sectors. The minister has to be proactive in ensuring that

aging. This includes learniné from, and building oﬁ,
federally-supported programs that have proven successful
and are supporting the needs of seniors and their families.

Countries need to think differently about ageing if
they are to tap into the potential of the growing seniors’
population and to offer people the best possible future. It
is necessary to ensure government investments in home
care, palliative care and community care and for these
services to be well coordinated and have the intended
impacts. An important area of the effort needed is to make
sure that if seniors do want to stay in the workforce, then
the barriers to that should be removed.

More work is required in collaboration with all partners to
bridge the gaps between research, education and practice
by fostering interactions between students, educators and
community members. The related projects can establish
meaningful roles for older adults in their community by
providing more connections with young people, identifying
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1. Minister of Seniors Mandate Letter. By Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, P.C.,
M.P, Prime Minister of Canada. Contact the Prime Minister, December 13,
2019

https://pm.ge.ca/en/mandate-letters/2019/12/13/minister-se-
niors-mandate-letter

2. Meet Deb Schulte: Seniors Minister Vows to Be “Strong Voi
Cabinet. By Peter Muggeridge. Zoomer, Canadsa, March 3rd, 2020
https://www.everythingzoomer.com/general/politics/2020/03/03/
schulte-strong-voice-cabinet/

in

3. Seniors - our parents and grandparents. By Hon. Tracey Martin,
Seniors Minister. Beehive.govt.nz, 1 October 2020
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/seniors-%E2%80%93-our-
parents-and-grandparents

possible community programs that seniors with mild to
moderate problems can take part in and educating students
to increase their knowledge and awareness of aging.
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